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By David Schmidt 

 

As we head into July and 

the upcoming Dog Days of 

Summer, it won’t be long 

before Summerfest is 

here.  

 

Planning is underway for 

this years’ event, which is 

on Aug 17
th
 and 18

th
, and 

its looking better than 

ever. But as always, this 

event needs everyone’s 

help to thrive.  

 

On top of your prayers for 

the success of this 

celebration, here are a 

few events to expect and 

ways in which you and 

your family can help. 

 

Raffle Tickets – 

Summerfest raffle tickets 

are available. You can 

pick yours up at Church or 

the Rectory. This is one of 

the biggest fundraisers for 

our Parish. Please 

consider helping sell these 

tickets for our Church. 

 

Auction Items - It’s time 

to start saving your items 

for the Summerfest 

auction. Contact Joe 

Bushmaker (608-780-

6092) if you have any 

special items and to see 

what we can accept. 

  

Country Store - The 

Country Store is in need 

of nutritious, good tasting 

fruits and vegetables.  

Please donate items that 

Summerfest 2019 – Volunteers Needed 
you would choose to bring 

home to your family table.   

 

Arts & Crafts - The 

traditional arts and crafts 

section will be set up 

inside the school. All items 

must be handcrafted by 

parishioners.     

 

Outdoor Crafts & 

Vendors Show – There 

will again be an Outdoor 

Vendor event. Any vendor 

in or outside of Sparta is 

welcome. Anyone that is 

interested needs to call in 

advance.   

 

Chicken Dinner – We will 

once again be having our 

World Famous Chicken 

Dinner. Parish families are 

asked to donate pies for 

dessert and $6-$10 for the 

meat for the dinner.  

 

Food Booths – Both 

traditional and Mexican 

food stands offering a 

wide variety of food will be 

available. There is a need 

for many helping hands to 

provide these wonderful 

refreshments. 

 

Kid’s/Family Activities –

A handful of outdoor 

activities for the youth of 

our parish to include a 

bounce house, petting 

zoo, and train rides will be 

available in addition to the 

traditional games we have 

had in the past. Help is 

needed in providing these 

fun opportunities to the 

youth or our parish.  

 

Mariachi Band – Back 

again in the big tent to 

highlight our Saturday 

activities is Mariachi 

Estrella. Enjoy great 

music after a hard day’s 

work. 

 

As you can see, there are 

a lot of things to do and 

help with. Please 

prayerfully consider the 

best way you can help. 

Volunteer signup sheets 

will be available towards 

the end of July.  

 

For more information on 

what to expect and how 

you can help, please look 

in the bulletin or contact 

Ron Luebke at 608-487-

9128. God Bless!! 

 

July 1, 2019 
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By Bishop Callahan,  
Catholic Life Magazine, 
May/June 2019 
 
The word “novena” is 
rarely heard these days in 
the Church. When I was a 
little boy, my mother was 
constantly involved in one 
novena after another. She 
had so many intentions 
and people to remember 
along with special prayers 
for each one and special 
saints for each intention. 
She prayed novenas to 
the Sacred Heart (her 
favorite), the Infant of 
Prague, St. Jude, the 
Blessed Mother (of 
course) and one of her 
special favorites, the 
novena to the Holy Spirit. 
It took me some time to 
realize that my mother 
was a great client of the 
Holy Spirit, but when I 
listened to her respond to 
my questions about, well, 
anything, I understood 
that she had discerned 
through the power and 
guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, a certain wisdom—
that first Gift of the Holy 
Spirit—and a way to 
respond to my issues in 
life. I was more than 
impressed. I was 
remarkably astonished; 
my mother was a real 
“spiritual director.” (In my 
humble and youthful 
opinion.) So, what does all 
that mean for us today? 
And what has my mom 
taught me that I can share 
with you? 

We share the vigorous 
mystery of new Life in the 
Easter season in a 
particularly inventive way. 

From the Bishop – THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE 

PENTECOST NOVENA IN THE CHURCH 
God’s Son has risen from 
the dead—pretty amazing! 
It takes some serious 
prayer and profound 
thinking to “wrap our 
minds” around this! Only 
God could have thought it 
up, and only God can help 
us unravel it in our minds 
and hearts. The Apostles 
and the Blessed Mother 
stayed in the Upper 
Room—the Cenacle—
after Jesus ascended back 
into heaven. They prayed, 
they discussed their 
thoughts, they reflected on 
the events after the 
Resurrection, and they 
thought about what Jesus 
had told them about 
everything they would 
understand when the Holy 
Spirit—the Advocate—
would come to them. So, 
from the time of the 
Ascension to the 
Pentecost—nine days—
they prayed for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit.  

Nine days. That’s where 
the Church got the name 
and idea of “novena.” The 
Latin word for nine, novem 
and the intense repetition 
and remembrance of the 
particular intention 
became the time frame 
and the structure of the 
first and truly beloved 
Pentecost Novena. The 
custom, of course, 
developed and grew to 

include prayers and 
intentions directed to 
other saints for special 
mementos as needed to 
bring comfort and peace 
to all believers and 
closeness to our patrons 
in heaven. 

The Pentecost Novena, 
of course, gave 
exceptional strength and 
courage to the infant 
Church that was fully 
realized when fear and 
meekness gave way to 
the full power of the 
proclamation of the 
Gospel in the Light of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
Sunday itself. The Holy 
Spirit has been 
empowering, protecting 
and guiding the Church 
ever since. No evil can 
overturn or weaken the 
Truth of the Gospel and 
the manifestation of 
Christ’s authority in the 
Church. It is guaranteed 
and promised by the 
Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit! 

The Sacrament of 
Confirmation is one of the 
Sacraments of Christian 
Initiation and a true 
emblem of the power of 
the Holy Spirit in the 
heart, mind and action of 
the believer in Jesus 
Christ.  (Cont. on Pg. 3) 

 
“The Pentecost Novena, of 
course, gave exceptional 

strength and courage to the 
infant Church.” 
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(From Pg. 2) So far this 
year, my words in this 
column have been 
focused on the Seven 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit—
the direct result of the 
Holy Spirit’s action in our 
lives through 
Confirmation. 
 
We must remember that 
the Holy Spirit in our lives 
is not a spirit of timidity or 
fear; rather, the Holy Spirit 
is power and energy to 
speak Truth to power in a 
world filled with distortions 
and fakery. We are given 
the ability through the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
discern—to look beyond 
appearances and judge 
(with the aid of the Gifts) 
the affairs of this life. We 
need to test them and see 

if they measure up to the 
Truth of the Gospel—the 
Truth of Jesus, Himself. 
That is more than simply 
making up our own truths 
or our own subjective 
way of thinking. The 
Gospel challenges us to 
believe that Christ has 
died and risen—ours is 
not an insipid message 
for those who seek fairy 
tales. It is a compelling 
Gospel that asserts the 
rights and dignity of every 
man and woman, it 
promotes the integrity of 
human life, it protects the 
rights of the downtrodden 
and men and women who 
have been objectified and 
abused. It is not the 
Gospel of the spineless 
followers of this world 
who seek some Godless 

utopian realm of false 
prophets and tin gods.  

Like our ancestors, 
brothers and sisters, we 
are “locked” in the Upper 
Room, knowing its 
significance, and preparing 
ourselves through prayer 
and discernment, to 
bravely face the oncoming 
storm of contemporary 
society. 
 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful, and 
enkindle in them the fire of 
your love. In Your Light, 
we shall be created and 
renew the face of the 
earth! 
 
To read more visit: 
https://catholiclife.diolc.org
/category/from-the-bishop/ 

 

From The Bishop (Cont. From Pg. 2) 

“Come Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful, and 

enkindle in them the fire of your 

love.” 

Intentional Accompaniment – Being a support along the path of 

growing closer to Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

By Ann Lankford, Director of 
the Office for Catechesis 
and Evangelization 
 

You probably have 
children, relatives and 
friends who have not yet 
developed a friendship 
with Jesus and some 
may not necessarily be 
interested in pursuing 
one. You may also feel 
afraid or unsure how to 
open up a discussion 
about your own 
relationship with Christ. 
 
A relationship with the 
Person of Jesus allows 
us to recognize that we 
are loved. It also 
provides an interior 
stability, giving meaning 
to life while providing a 
decisive direction on the 
right path. Jesus gives us 
light and strength to fulfill 

our highest calling: to live 
and act in a way that 
reveals our dignity as a 
person created by God. 
Further, only Jesus can 
satisfy and fulfill our 
longing hearts, leading 
us to the true happiness 
of interior peace and joy. 
 
For those without a 
connection to Christ, we 
don’t have to simply 
stand by and watch them 
struggle. Rather, we can 
help those we care about 
become interested in 
receiving God’s love, 
recognize that they – and 
indeed all of us – need a 
Savior to free us from the 
harmful effects of sin, 
and commit their lives to 
Jesus. We don’t have to 
sit by and simply hope 
that they don’t hit rock 
bottom before they 

recognize their need for 
God and cry out to Him 
for help. 
 
Of course, daily we 
should fervently pray for 
specific people to open 
their hearts to Jesus and 
grow in their love for 
Him. We can also 
accompany them on their 
journey. 
“Accompaniment is 
walking alongside 
another person on their 
pilgrimage toward a 
relationship with Jesus 
for which they have been 
created. This child or 
friend must walk their 
own journey but we can 
act as a guide along the 
way. Like a mountain 
climbing guide, we have 
been through some of 
this journey before, and 

continue our own 
personal pilgrimage. 
Through the wisdom 
gleaned from our own 
guides and from 
experience, we can help 
others navigate their 
journey to their final 
destination, which is 
Christ Himself. We have 
not reached the final 
destination of eternal 
communion with God, 
nor have we achieved 
perfection on our own 
pilgrimage. However, we 
are a bit further along the 
way and can humbly 
guide those who are just 
starting” or want to go 
deeper. (“Intentional 
Accompaniment: How to 
walk with disciples as 
they grow closer to 
Christ,” Catholic 
Christian Outreach, 
Canada) 

https://catholiclife.diolc.org/category/from-the-bishop/
https://catholiclife.diolc.org/category/from-the-bishop/
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Summerfest 
August 17 & 18, 2019 – 3rd weekend in August 

 

Summerfiesta Saturday – Aug 17th 
(Outdoor) 

Outdoor Craft & Vendors Show: 8:30am 

Live Benefit Auction: 9:00am – 1:00pm  

Mexican Food stands: 12 noon – 7pm 

Traditional Food Stands: 9am – 7pm 

Children’s Family Activities: Afternoon (Petting Zoo, Bounce house, Train, Games)  

Ice Cream & Popcorn Stand: 12 noon – 7pm 

Refreshments in the Big Tent: 1pm – 10 pm (Cerveza, soft drinks)  

Parish Raffle Ticket sales: All day - Grand prize $2000.00 (many other cash prizes) 

50/50 Raffles: All day 

Music – Dancing in the Big Tent: 1pm – 6pm 

Mariachi Band:    6 – 9 pm – In the big tent  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Chickenfeast  Sunday – Aug 18th 
(Indoor – starts at 8:30 am) 

Country Store: All Day (Produce, Homemade foods, and Fresh Baked goods)   

Arts & Crafts Sale: All Day 

Children/Family Activities: 9:30am – 1:30pm (Games) 

50/50 Raffles: All Day 

Basket Raffle: All Day 

Silent Auction: All Day 

Refreshment Stand: 9:30 am – 3pm (Coffee, Soft drinks, Ice Cream, Popcorn) 

Baked Chicken Dinner: 10:30am to All Gone pm 

**Takeout or Delivery – call 608-633-7671** 

Parish Raffle Ticket Sales: All Day – Grand prize $2000.00 (many other cash prizes) 

Tootsie Tease: 10am – to all gone 

Pies and Crafts Benefit Auction: 12 noon (Gourmet Pies, Craft Goods, and Surprises!) 

Raffle Drawings: 2:30 - 3:00 pm (Parish Raffle, 50\50, Basket Raffle, Silent Auction 

At St. Patrick’s * 100 South L Street * Sparta, Wisconsin 
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Catholic Answers: How do I convince a Non-Believer? 

 

 

By Karlo Broussard, 
Catholic Answers, 
November 30, 2018 

 
A good place to start is 
the problem of 
happiness. Every 
human being by nature 
desires his or her own 
happiness. As Thomas 
Aquinas writes, “To 
desire happiness is 
nothing else than to 
desire that one’s will be 
satisfied. And this 
everyone desires” 
(Summa Theologiae I-
II:5:8). 
 
But whatever 
satisfaction we receive 
from the goods that 
satisfy our wills is 
always subject to being 
undermined. Consider, 
for example, how easily 
bodily and material 
goods can be taken 
away from us. Many 
healthy people wake up 
and discover that they 
have a life-threatening 
illness, with only a few 

months to live. Natural 
disasters can take 
away our material 
goods in an instant. 
Can one really be 
content knowing that 
these evils could pop 
up any day? 
There is also the 
looming threat of 
death. Any goods that 
we possess in this life 
will ultimately be lost, 
since “the living know 
that they will die” (Eccl. 
9:5). I don’t think any 
sane person likes the 
idea that all the goods 
of this life could be 
wiped out at any 
moment by death. 
 
Religion offers a 
solution to these 
various aspects of the 
problem of happiness 
in some way or 
another. And since 
every human being 
cares about his or her 
own happiness, he or 
she ought to care 

about religion. I will 
speak here only of the 
Christian religion. 
 
Christianity says that 
there is an ultimate 
good for us to possess 
that can in no way be 
lost. That ultimate good 
is God himself, and full 
possession of him is to 
be had in heaven. And 
any goods that we lose 
in this life will not be 
missed, because God 
himself will completely 
satisfy the will’s desire. 
This experience of 
complete satisfaction, 
of happiness, is 
unending and free of all 
looming threats that 
could possibly 
undermine it. 
Christianity also offers 
a solution to the 
problem of happiness 
with its teaching that 
Jesus Christ has 
conquered death. Even 
though man must die, 
he can live again with a 

glorified body in the 
new heaven and new 
earth on condition that 
he dies in friendship 
with Christ. And such 
life is forever, free from 
corruption and the 
threat of death. 
 
The bottom line is that 
Christianity is 
important because it 
offers man the key to 
being man fully alive. It 
offers a complete and 
perfect state of 
happiness that is 
definitive and 
unending. And that 
hope for eternal life is 
such that Paul can say, 
“I consider that the 
sufferings of this 
present time are not 
worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.” 
 
To find more articles and 
information visit “Catholic 
Answers” at 
https://www.catholic.com  

Cathletics: Training to Be Champions for Christ – VBS 2019 
By David Schmidt 
 
All children ages 5-11 are 
welcome to join us for our 
Vacation Bible School 
from Sun. July 21

st
 – 

Thur. July 25
th

 from 
5:00pm - 7:30pm. 
 
The program we will be 
offering this summer is 
called “Cathletics: 
Training to Be 
Champions for Christ”. 
It’s a program that 
engages kids into the 
"Life of Christ".  
 
Just as it takes hard work 
to train for the Olympics, 

it is also important to get 
the right training to live 
out our Catholic faith.  
 
The overall goal of this 
week-long program is to 
engage kids into the 
LIFE OF CHRIST with 
teachings from God’s 
Word on the 
Commandments, the 
Beatitudes and the Fruits 
of the Holy Spirit. This 
sports-themed VBS is 
packed with rock-solid 
songs, unforgettable 
games, cool crafts and 
interactive lessons that 
will motivate kids to run 
the great race of faith of 

the Holy Spirit. 
 
Registration is now open 
and costs $5. 
Registration forms can 
be found on the Parish 
Website and turned into 
the School Office or 
Parish Rectory. 
 
To learn more about this 
summer’s VBS, any 
questions or to see how 
you can help out, contact 
David Schmidt at: 
davidjschmidt@hotmail.c
om 
 
Thank you for your 
support and God Bless!!! 

“All children ages 5-11 are 

welcome to join us for our 

Vacation Bible School from 

Sun. July 21st – Thur. July 25th 

from 5:00pm - 7:30pm.” 

https://www.catholic.com/
mailto:davidjschmidt@hotmail.com
mailto:davidjschmidt@hotmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

01 Jul – VBS Planning Meeting 

02 Jul – Summerfest Meeting 

04 Jul – Independence Day 

05 Jul – Eucharistic Adoration  

08 Jul – Knights of Columbus Meeting 

12 Jul – Eucharistic Adoration 

15 Jul – Second Harvest Food Pantry 

19 Jul – Eucharistic Adoration 

21 Jul – St. Pat’s Sunday Social 

21 Jul – Cathletics VBS 

22 Jul – Cathletics VBS 

23 Jul – Cathletics VBS 

24 Jul – Cathletics VBS 

25 Jul – Cathletics VBS 

26 Jul – Eucharistic Adoration 

28 Jul – End of Month Food Drive 

02 Aug – Eucharistic Adoration 

09 Aug – Eucharistic Adoration 

12 Aug – Knights of Columbus Meeting 

15 Aug – The Assumption 

16 Aug – Eucharistic Adoration 

Upcoming Events 

 
17 Aug – SUMMERFEST 

18 Aug – SUMMERFEST 

19 Aug – Second Harvest Food Pantry 

22 Aug – School Open Hous23 Aug – 

Eucharistic Adoration 

25 Aug – End of Month Food Drive 

28 Aug – First Day of School 

30 Aug – Eucharistic Adoration 

02 Sep – Labor Day 

06 Sep – Eucharistic Adoration 

09 Sep – Knights of Columbus Meeting 

10 Sep – Education Meeting 

13 Sep – Eucharistic Adoration 

15 Sep – St. Pat’s Sunday Social 

16 Sep – Second Harvest Food Pantry 

20 Sep – Eucharistic Adoration 

25 Sep – Parish Council Meeting 

25 Sep – K-10 REP 

27 Sep – Eucharistic Adoration  

29 Sep – End of Month Food Drive 

 

Diocese of La Crosse - http://diolc.org/  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops - http://usccb.org/  

The Vatican - http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html  

Additional Resources… 

RECTORY ADDRESS: 

319 W Main St 
Sparta, WI 54656 

 

PHONE: 

(608) 269-2655 
 

FAX: 

(608)269-0245 
 

E-MAIL: 

stprectory@stpats.net 
 

SCHOOL ADDRESS: 

100 South L St Sparta, 
WI  54656 

 

PHONE: 

(608)269-4748 
 

FAX: 

(608)269-4487 
 

E-MAIL: 

officestpatrickschool@stpatrick
sparta.net 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

http://stpatricksparish.weconnect.c
om/ 

 

Online Giving at: 
https://stpatricksparish.weshareonli

ne.org/  
St. Patrick’s School at: 
www.spartacatholic.org  

   

http://diolc.org/
http://usccb.org/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
mailto:stprectory@stpats.net
mailto:officestpatrickschool@stpatricksparta.net
mailto:officestpatrickschool@stpatricksparta.net
http://stpatricksparish.weconnect.com/
http://stpatricksparish.weconnect.com/
https://stpatricksparish.weshareonline.org/
https://stpatricksparish.weshareonline.org/
http://www.spartacatholic.org/

